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Welcome to the Third Newsletter of 2013. 
 
I started the last newsletter with a dig at the 
summer weather we had up to that point, well, 
it certainly did improve and July and August 
have been like summers of old. 
July started with a visit to Harwich to take part 
in ‘The Great Big Brass Band Food and Drink 
Festival’ which was part of a two week 
programme called ‘Harwich Festival of the 
Arts 2013’.  We travelled down to the Redoubt 
Fort in Harwich by coach, paid for by the 
event organisers, and arrived just before the 
10 o’clock rehearsal of the massed bands. 
The event proper began with all the musicians 
spaced around the ramparts of the fort playing 
several fanfares which ended with a few very 
large rounds of cannon fire --- eventually. 

 
Preparing the cannon 

At 1 o’clock the concerts in the main arena 
started, each band playing for around an hour.  
We were the first band on and played through 
the hottest part of a very hot day.  We were 
followed in turn by the Harwich Royal British 

Legion Band and the Portsmouth Royal British 
Legion Victory Band.  Other events were 
going on around the fort throughout the 
afternoon with Norfolk Wherry Brass playing a 
further concert in the moat around tea time. 
The main event, the concert of the massed 
bands, then started at 7.30 and ended at 10 
o’clock with the firework accompaniment to 
the 1812 overture. 

 
The massed band evening concert 

The audience could sit around the main arena 
or view from the ramparts looking down on 
proceedings.  The whole event was extremely 
well organised by the host band who really 
looked after us all during the day including 
providing food and drinks throughout the day. 
We arrived back home about 1 o’clock in the 
morning and grabbed some sleep before the 
next concert that afternoon in the bandstand 
at Waterloo Park, Norwich.  Again the weather 
was hot and a lot more people turned out to 
listen to us than last year.  I read in today’s 
Eastern Daily Press that Waterloo Park has 
been upgraded to a grade two star on the 
Register of Parks and Gardens of Special 
Historic Interest in England. Not a lot of 
people know that!! 
Sadly the concert for the East Anglian Air 
Ambulance in Wymondham had to be 
cancelled by the organisers because of poor 
ticket sales – I understand this was the 



second event in Wymondham this year to 
suffer the same fate.  
July continued with two Saturday evening 
concerts at The New Victory Hall and the 
Museum of the Broads in Stalham.  Both of 
these concerts unfortunately were held in 
poorer weather as it drizzled on and off at 
Neatished and was a bit misty at Stalham.  It’s 
a shame but we can’t complain because over 
the years our outside events have generally 
had good weather. 
July ended with a late addition to our 
programme as we performed, what we hope is 
the first of many, Sunday lunch sessions at 
the old Families Club at R.A.F. Coltishall now 
called the Diplomat. On this occasion it was 
for a BBQ. 
We had no performances in August and no 
rehearsals for the first two weeks of the month 
and I think the whole band was ready for a 
break. 
Our Youth Band continues to flourish and is 
now under the Direction of Steve Clarke, the 
main band’s Euphonium Player.  It has also 
changed its name and is now called the 
Norfolk Wherry Brass Youth and Development 
Band and will cater for older learners as well 
as the youngsters.  A larger number of players 
from the main band are also helping out to 
ensure the continued prosperity of this ‘very 
prized possession’. 
Our next event is on 14th September with a 
‘Late Summer Concert’ in St Mary’s Church in 
Stalham High Street. I know quite a few of you 
live in or close to Stalham and we hope to see 
you all there. 
November  begins with our now regular Friday 
slot at the Norwich Beer Festival in St 
Andrews Hall, normally a pretty lively event. 
We then have to ‘sober up’ a bit with our 
Remembrance events.  Our Concert at St 
Mary’s Church, Martham, again will include 
items from the children of the Martham Junior 
School Choral Society as well as Standards 
from local ex service organisations.  On 
Remembrance Sunday we will be playing at 
the Remembrance Service in St Mary’s 
Church, Stalham. This service is extremely 
well attended and if you wish to attend you are 
advised to get there in plenty of time if you 
want a seat. 
December will again be busy for the band with 
carol playing at Roy’s of Wroxham on 

Saturdays and at Tesco Blur Boar Lane at 
dates to be confirmed. 
Wednesday 18th will be an important date for 
the band as we go to Stalham High School for 
the tenth R.A.F.A. Christmas Concert.  This is 
where my association with the band started – 
organising the first and all the subsequent 
ones.  The first one was also the first major 
concert given by the band. 
Prior to our visit to Harwich the band, assisted 
by sponsorship from Andy’s company ‘The 
Brass Bank’ updated our uniform with new 
polo shirts and offstage jackets and very 
smart they look too. 

 
Ruth in the new polo shirt at Harwich 

CONFIRMED EVENTS FOR 2013 
SEPTEMBER 
Sat 14th    St Mary’s Church, Stalham              * 7.30pm 
                NR12 9AU. Late Summer Concert 
NOVEMBER 
Fri 1st      St Andrews Hall, Norwich             8.00pm 
                NR3 1AU,  CAMRA Beer Festival 
Fri 8th      Martham Church, NR29 4PR           * 7.30pm 
                Remembrance Concert 
Sun 10th   St Mary’s Church, Stalham              10.30am 
                NR12 9AU Remembrance Service 
DECEMBER 
Wed 18th Stalham High School NR12 9DG     * 7.30pm 
                Tenth RAFA Christmas Concert 
	  	  	  *Denotes	  Friends	  reduction	  event	  
– all for now hope to see you soon – 
   
Mick De’Ath  (Friend’s coordinator) 


