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Welcome to the Fourth Newsletter of 2012. 

 

Well it’s almost Christmas and I have just seen the 

first flakes of snow this winter.  The euphoria of 

being crowned Champions of Great Britain in our 

section is now sinking in.  From 1
st
 January we will 

become a 3
rd

 section band, where of course the 

standards we have to achieve are higher, but we 

intend to spend the time until then basking in our 

glory.  

 

Our first rehearsal after Cheltenham gave us the 

opportunity to finish playing a BIT early (Andy 

didn’t want us to sit back on our laurels too much) 

and celebrate with a cake, made by Tracey, and a 

glass of well earned bubbly. 

 

 

  

 

All the trophies we have won this year will be on 

display at both of our December Concerts.  To 

remind you they are the 2
nd

 place trophy from the 

London and Southern Counties Area Finals in 

Stevenage in March, the two 2
nd

 place trophies we 

won at the East Anglian Brass Band Contest at St 

Andrews Hall, Norwich, in May and the BIG one 

the National Finals in Cheltenham in September 

along with Yvonne’s cup as the Contest Secretary 

of the winning band.   

We had a photo shoot for the Wroxham and 

Coltishall Magazine a few days ago and had the 

opportunity to bring all the trophies along and I 

took the following photo 

 

 

November saw us back to work again with a busy 

ten days.  As always the Beer Festival was a light 

hearted evening with more of the audience joining 

in the later the evening got!!!  Can’t understand 

why!! 

We then moved on to Martham for the second 

Remembrance Concert.  The church was not quite 

full, but the large audience was treated to a concert 

that was both entertaining and reverent.  The 



children from the Martham Junior School Choral 

Society again helped to make the evening such an 

outstanding success.  The youngsters are such a 

credit to the school, the staff and themselves.  The 

Royal British Legion and Royal Air Forces 

Association Standards added a solemn touch to the 

evening.  I am sure that this will now become an 

annual remembrance event. 

Continuing the remembrance theme, we then played 

at the Remembrance Sunday Service in Stalham 

Church.  The congregation this year was larger than 

ever with people actually standing in the porch 

throughout the service and some of the youngsters 

sitting on kneelers in the aisles. 

As we move into December the pace really starts to 

pick up.  We will be carolling week-ends up to 

Christmas in Wroxham, Stalham and Norwich.   

We have entered a tree again this year in the 

Stalham Christmas Tree Festival at St Mary’s 

Church Stalham.  This event lasts from 1
st
 to 9

th
 

December, entry is free and the church is open from 

10.00 to 16.00 each day and from 18.00-20.00 on 

Wednesday 5
th

.  There are 61 trees entered this year 

and they are quite a spectacle. 

On Sunday 16
th

 December we are holding our first 

Carol Concert at our home in the New Victory Hall, 

Neatishead.  We did hope this event would be free 

but the need to produce and issue tickets, as the 

audience space will be limited, has forced us to put 

a small charge on entry of £4.00.  This ticket price 

does include mulled wine and mince pies – kindly 

donated by Tesco’s branch at Stalham.  Come along 

and join in with the carols. 

Wednesday 19
th

 December sees our final concert of 

the year, the Ninth Annual R.A.F.A. Christmas 

Concert in the main hall of Stalham High School.  

Prior to the first R.A.F.A. concert in 2004 the band 

had only performed at a couple of events and they 

still class this as the event that started them off.  

Andy will be conducting our Youth Band who will 

be playing in the entrance hall again this year from 

19.00 to welcome the audience.  Josie Barry will 

again be presenting the John Barry Memorial Shield 

to its new recipient during the performance.  The 

eight previous concerts have raised over £6,000 

which has been equally divided between the band 

and the Royal Air Forces Association’s ‘Battle of 

Britain Wings Appeal’. 

We had planned to play carols at the Kings Arms 

Pub in Ludham on 22
nd

 but due to the heavy 

workload and the need for players to start their 

Christmas Holidays that event has now been 

cancelled. 

With the additional publicity our success has 

brought, 2013 promises to be a busy year for the 

band, already several new events are in the pipeline 

and I hope to be able to give more information 

about that in the next newsletter. 

Jim our chairman and Tracey (tuba) are getting 

married in January and I am sure you would like to 

join me in congratulating them and wishing them a 

great future together.  Their reception is at New 

Victory Hall, Neatishead and all the players have 

been invited. I understand its curries all round 

 

CONFIRMED EVENTS FOR 2012 

DECEMBER 
Sun 16

th
     New Victory Hall, Neatishead      7.00pm 

       Carol Concert – free entry 

 

Wed 19
th
   Stalham High School                   *7.30pm 

       RAFA Christmas Concert 

 

   *Denotes Friends reduction event 

 

 

It just remains for me to remind you that your 

subscription (£2.00) will become due on the          

1
st
 January.  Your expiry date is shown on your 

membership card.  Subs can be paid to any band 

member or to me at:-  

9 Rivermead, Stalham, Norwich. NR12 9PH.  

Please make cheques payable to  

NORFOLK WHERRY BRASS. 

 

Our website, www.norfolkwherrybrass.co.uk, one 

of the best in the banding world, brings you the 

latest information and photos of the band.  Also if 

you want to get reminders of upcoming concerts 

and information about any last minute changes, if 

you send me an e-mail to mickde@supanet.com I 

will add you to my ‘Friends’ e-mail list where I can 

keep you even better informed.  Your details will 

only be used for this purpose 

 

Finally the committee and members of Norfolk 

Wherry Brass wish our readers (that’s you) a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2013 

 

That’s about all for now – hope to see you soon.   

 

 

 

 

Mick De’Ath  (Friend’s coordinator) 

http://www.norfolkwherrybrass.co.uk/
mailto:mickde@supanet.com

