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Welcome to the Third Newsletter of 2012.

CHAMPIONS
I make no apology for taking up most of this newsletter  
covering the greatest week-end the band has had since 
its formation in 2004. We are now the 4 th section 
Champions of Great Britain, and it feels great.

For most of us the week-end started off with an early  
morning journey to Beris and Jan’s house in Blofield.  
The coach with two drivers was hired from Smith’s of 
Blofield and Beris had a drive large enough to park all  
our cars.  We left Blofield at 7.15 am on a nice bright  
morning, contemplating on what the day may have in 
store for us.  

Car parking for the early risers at Beris & Jan’s

We stopped at the Thickthorn Service area to pick up the 
last of our passengers. I thought we had stopped for 
breakfast!! And then we were on our way.  We did stop 
for’ brunch’ the other side of Cambridge on the A14 and 
then non-stop to Cheltenham where we arrived at the 
racecourse at about 12.30pm, in plenty of time for the  
draw.  

I have never considered going to a horse race meeting 
before, but if I did I would love to go to a meeting there.  
The course is set in a dip and the surrounding scenery is  
absolutely stunning.

The arrival of the clan

Yvonne went to the draw where the order of playing is  
determined.  We were drawn No 9 out of a total of 23  
bands.  During registration the band encountered the 
only bad news of the day. Ashley, who had driven up 
from Portsmouth, was told he would not be allowed to 
play as the official’s list of our players did not include  
him – their mistake not ours.  Andy had to share out 
Ashley’s part with other players. Complementary 
comments were made by the organisers in the way we 
just accepted this disappointment and sorted things out  
without complaint. Ashley, aged just 17, accepted this  
with calmness and a maturity way beyond his years. 

The first band started playing just before 3.00 pm and  
the last band finished around 10.30 pm. We got on stage  
at around 5.30 pm and played brilliantly – I had a really  
good feeling as we all met up in the bar to eat and  
investigate comments on our performance on Facebook 
and Twitter.

 All 23 bands played a new piece of music written by 17 
year old Jonathan Bates especially for the contest.  The  
piece, in five movements, was called ‘A British Isles  
Suite’ and is a musical exploration of poetry from 
around the British Isles.

Tension was building as the final band ended their  
performance and the bands awaited the decisions of the 
two adjudicators, Mike Kilroy and Colin Hardy.
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Slowly the top six bands were announced in reverse 
order and when the second band was announced we had 
not been mentioned – was it zero or hero.  Well it was 
hero and Norfolk Wherry Brass was crowned 4 th Section 
Champions of Great Britain.  We were the only band in  
all five sections from Norfolk and Suffolk to qualify for  
this year’s National Finals and as far as we are aware we  
are the only band from Norfolk ever to win a Great  
British Championship title in any section. 

Andy with the trophy

With the title came the award of the National Challenge  
Trophy for the band, a framed music stand banner 
depicting our success and a cheque for £1000.00, which 
will help towards the cost of the coach.  Yvonne, the  

band’s Contest Secretary won the NCC Trophy, and 
Leigh Sharpe, our principal cornet player, was awarded 
the trophy for the Best Instrumentalist in the contest.  To  
cap it all we also won promotion to the 3 rd section

The winning theme did not end there however as several 
of the players went to the fairground on the site during  
the evening and Sue managed to win a goldfish in a 
bowl, which she christened Andy Wherry-Fish and 
declared it as the band’s mascot!!

We arrived safely back (including Andy Wherry-Fish) at  
4.00 pm on Sunday after an overnight stay at Swindon. 
And so ended what had been a very enjoyable, 
successful and historic weekend for us all. 
Our Summer season of outdoor events is now behind us 
and I can’t believe how good the weather has been .With  
all the rain we have had not one of our outside events  
has been rain affected this year.  During the concert at  
Gissing Kevin was presented with an engraved goblet in 
appreciation of his time as our MD.  He also played with  
the band for the day and I think he really enjoyed 
himself.

Kevin with his gift

November will bring a mix of beer and remembrance 
with the Norwich Beer Festival being followed by a 
return to Martham for a Remembrance Concert – 
including the Martham Junior School Choral Society and 
British Legion and R.A.F. Association Standards. 
Remembrance Sunday sees us at Stalham Church for 
their Service of Remembrance.
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December, as always, will be a busy month.  A new 
concert has been organised at New Victory Hall, 
Neatishead on Sunday 16th.  Entry will be free for an 
evening of carols and other Christmas music and an exit  
collection for band funds will be taken.  The Ninth 
R.A.F. Association Christmas concert will take place at  
Stalham High School on Wednesday 19th  

CONFIRMED EVENTS FOR 2012

NOVEMBER
Fri 2nd       St Andrew’s Hall, Norwich         8.00pm    

      Norwich Beer festival   
Fri 9th       Martham Church            *7.30pm

      Remembrance Concert
Sun 11th     St Mary’s Church, Stalham         10.30am

      Remembrance Sunday Service

DECEMBER
Sun 16th     New Victory Hall, Neatishead      7.00pm

      Carol Concert – free entry
Wed 19th   Stalham High School                   *7.30pm

      RAFA Christmas Concert
Sat 22nd     Kings Arms Ludham                      7.00pm

      Christmas Carols
     *  Denotes Friends reduction event  

That’s about all for now – ran out of room – hope you  
see the CHAMPIONS soon. See more on the website.

Mick De’Ath  (Friend’s coordinator)
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