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Welcome to the Second Newsletter of 2012. 

June has almost gone and hopefully the wettest 

drought anyone can remember has ended, and we 

are well into our concert season. 

We started the season with part of the band playing 

at our home, the New Victory Hall, Neatishead, for 

their St George’s Day Dinner.  Several of the diners 

were  hearing us for the first time and seemed very 

impressed.  We hope they will all come back to 

support us at the annual BBQ and Concert on the 

21
st
 July when the full band will be playing.  Those 

of you who went to the BBQ event last year will 

recall a last minute switch to indoors because of the 

rain.  We all hope for better weather this year!!! 

Early May saw the band returning to the East 

Anglian Brass Band Association’s Spring Contest, 

at St Andrew’s Hall, Norwich.  The contest was an 

‘entertainment’ contest where each of the six bands 

entered had 25 minutes to play their own choice of 

music with one piece having to be a Hymn Tune, 

which was judged separately.   Despite being 

grouped with bands of higher ranking in the 

national ratings the band came away with a 2
nd

 

place for their playing of the hymn tune ‘Deep 

Harmony’ winning the Thomas Cooke Challenge 

Cup and Certificate.  They were also placed 2
nd

 in 

the Entertainments section playing ‘Olympic 

Fanfare and Theme’, ‘Fives and Threes’, ‘The Way 

We Were’ and ‘The Great Gate Of Kiev’, for which 

they were awarded the Sir Dymoke White 

Challenge Cup and Certificate. Both cups were 

presented to our Contest Secretary Yvonne Owers 

by the adjudicator Mr Peter Bassano.  Last year we 

were awarded a second and a third place so this 

year’s results were very pleasing for all of us.  The 

picture opposite shows Yvonne returning to the 

band with the trophies. 

 

 

 

 
 

Jubilee week-end arrived and Andy had his first 

opportunity to conduct the band at a concert, since 

his return to us.   The concert took place in St 

Nicholas Church, North Walsham on 2
nd

 June and 

was well received by the audience.  The programme 

ended with the flag waving tunes well known at 

‘Last Night of the Proms’ nights.  A Flower festival 

was on during the same weekend in the church 

which added to the décor for the event.  The picture 

below shows the cornet section with some of the 

flags and flowers. 

 

 
 

We are now in a run of outside events which 

commenced last Sunday at Waterloo Park in 

Norwich.  I have never been to Waterloo Park and 



was really surprised at what I had missed.  The 

bandstand was surrounded by water and the flower 

boarders on the walk from the car park were 

stunning, parking was easy – and free.  I will 

certainly be going back with my family.  The photo 

below does not do justice to the park but is an ideal 

opportunity to get an uninterrupted view of the 

whole band. 

 

 
 

Our next event is a bit special as we are taking part 

in a quite unique event at Salhouse Broad.  The 

wherry ‘Norada’ will be arriving at the broad 

following a three year programme of repairs, which 

also co-insides with her centenary.  The wherries 

‘Albion’,’Maud’,’Solace’ and ‘White Moth’ are 

expected to be at the broad to greet her on her 

arrival as well as Norfolk Wherry Brass.  The event, 

on Sunday 8
th

 July, is free but the Wherry Yacht 

Charter Charitable Trust would appreciate 

donations to support the on-going restoration of 

their other wherries ‘Olive’ and ‘Hathor’. 

As mentioned earlier we then come home for the 

annual BBQ and concert at New Victory Hall which 

in the past has been well supported by the ‘locals’.  

This is followed by a return visit to the village of 

Gissing and a reunion with our old friend Kevin.  

Kevin arranged for this visit, near his home, close 

to the Suffolk border, last year and we have been 
asked back.  We are all looking forward to meeting 

up with him and his wife again. 

September sees us back inside again with a ‘Proms 

Night’ at St Mary’s Church, Stalham followed by 

the event that we are all looking forward to – the 

National Finals in Cheltenham.  The coach has been 

booked and so have hotel rooms.  The test piece has 

been announced and purchased by the band and 

rehearsals of it have commenced. 

November brings a mix of beer and remembrance 

with the Norwich Beer Festival being followed by a 

return to Martham for a Remembrance Concert – 

including the Martham Junior School Choral 

Society and British Legion and R.A.F. Association 

Standards.  Remembrance Sunday sees us at 

Stalham Church for their Service of Remembrance. 

December, as always, will be a busy month.  A new 

concert has been organised at New Victory Hall, 

Neatishead on Sunday 16
th

.  Entry will be free for 

an evening of carols and other Christmas music and 

an exit collection for band funds will be taken.  

More information on Christmas events will appear 

in future newsletters. 

For those of you in the Stalham area who, in the 

past, have bought advanced tickets for our concerts 

from the Happing Shop, will no doubt be aware that 

the future activities of the shop are uncertain due to 

lack of funding.  With this in mind I have arranged 

for Century Printing, at the Chapel end of the High 

Street, to act as our booking office for our future 

concerts. 

CONFIRMED EVENTS FOR 2012 

JULY 

Sun 8
th

         Salhouse Broad                        10.30am 

         Wherry Day   

Sat 21
st
        New Victory Hall. Neatishead   7.15pm 

         BBQ and Concert  

AUGUST 

Sun 26
th

       Crown Inn, Gissing                    2.00pm 

         Summer Fayre 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 8
th

        St Mary’s Church, Stalham       *7.30pm 

       ‘Proms’ style Concert 

Sat 22
nd

     Cheltenham 

       National Brass Band Finals 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 2
nd 

      St Andrew’s Hall, Norwich         8.00pm     

       Norwich Beer festival     

Fri 9
th

       Martham Church                 *7.30pm 

       Remembrance Concert 

Sun 11
th

     St Mary’s Church, Stalham       10.30am 

       Remembrance Sunday Service 

DECEMBER 

Sun 16
th

     New Victory Hall, Neatishead     7.00pm 

       Carol Concert – free entry 

Wed 19
th

   Stalham High School          *7.30pm 
       RAFA Christmas Concert 

Sat 22
nd

     Kings Arms Ludham                    7.00pm 

       Christmas Carols 

   *Denotes Friends reduction event 

That’s about all for now – hope to see you soon. 

Mick De’Ath  (Friend’s coordinator) 


