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Welcome to the First Newsletter of 2012. 

 

We had a very successful end to 2011 with the 

eighth annual R.A.F.A. Christmas concert.  The 

band was supported by our own Youth Band who 

played carols in the entrance hall as the audience 

arrived.  During the concert The John Barry 

Memorial Shield was presented by John’s widow, 

Josie, to Beris, our Bandmaster and Librarian, 

having been chosen by Kevin, our Musical Director, 

for his outstanding work for the band throughout 

the year. A total of £779.11 was raised from the 

event, including a very successful raffle, which 

made £148.00, and a Christmas Cake made and 

donated by our soprano player Karen made £55.00 

in a separate raffle.  This profit has been shared 

equally between the band and the R.A.F. 

Association’s “2012 Battle of Britain Wings 

Appeal”. 

On the last Friday evening before Christmas the 

band played carols at the King’s Arms in Ludham.  

A total of £75.00 was raised on a very wet and 

windy night and a cheque for that amount has been 

sent to our designated charity for last year Help for 

Heroes.  A total of £450.00 was raised for Help for 

Heroes during the year.  

January arrived and the band had to decide whether 

to enter the London and Southern Counties Area 

Contest at Stevenage this year. After two 

disappointing results and a non entry over the past 

three years, we found ourselves back in the fourth 

section this year.  We were to play on the Saturday 

and Kevin was due to play with his band Ipswich 

and Norwich Co-op on the Sunday so was not too 

happy to go two days running.  So, with Kevin’s 

blessing, the band asked Andy Craze, the founder 

Music Director, who had recently been demobbed 

from the army, to take us.  Extra rehearsals were 

undertaken and the band knuckled down in order to 

attain the highest possible standard of the test piece  

 

‘English Folk Song Suite’ arranged by Ralph 

Vaughn Williams. 

Saturday 17
th

 March saw us leave Blofield at 

7.30am full of anticipation for the day ahead.  We 

were drawn to play 3
rd

 out of 20 bands, so at least 

we could get our performance over quite early, but 

would have to wait around until tea time to find out 

what the adjudicator, David Lancaster, thought of 

our efforts.  The band played really well and 

confidence grew throughout the afternoon as we 

heard some of the other bands performances. We 

were extremely pleased to be placed second, 

winning the Christie Challenge Cup, a framed 

certificate, and a cheque for £100 as well as an 

invitation to play in the National Finals in 

Cheltenham in September.  We are really proud to 

be the only band from Norfolk and Suffolk, in all 

five sections, to get an invitation to this highly 

prestigious event in the brass band world’s 

calendar. 

 
         Some band members with the trophy at Stevenage 

Following our success, Jim, our chairman, was 

contacted by Kevin who said that due to his 

commitments with the Ipswich and Norwich Co-op 

band, and the clashes this caused with our own 

programme, he would be happy to hand over the 

Music Directors role to Andy and he also offered to 

play (cornet) with us in future if we needed him.    



Andy now takes over, or should I say takes back, 

the band at a really testing time as we prepare for 

our next contest, the East Anglian Brass Band 

Associations Spring Contest at St Andrew’s Hall 

Norwich on the 13
th

 May. This is a contest where, 

within laid down parameters, we can choose the 

pieces we play. 

 
                 Andy celebrating success at Stevenage 

We held our A.G.M. last week and although most 

of the outgoing committee were re-elected, Yvonne 

(baritone) stood down as secretary and was replaced 

by Sue (baritone) who transferred from treasurer.  

Michelle (cornet) came back on to the committee 

replacing Sue as treasurer and James (cornet) our 

webmaster joined the committee. We feel we have a 

well balanced committee to take us through the 

challenging and exciting year ahead. 

Although the invitation to the National Finals is a 

great honour for the band, it will also involve huge 

expense.  We know that a coach for the week end 

will cost around £1,000.00 so we are now looking 

at the possibility of finding sponsors to help us with 

the cost.  If anyone out there has a rich auntie who 

may like to help out, then please contact any 

member of the band, any offers of help will be 

greatly appreciated. 

With the cost of postage due to increase in the near 

future it would be very helpful for me to use e-mail 

where possible to keep in contact with you.  As well 

as the regular newsletters I would be able to send 

reminders of concerts about a week before the event 

as well as any significant short notice information 

that may be useful to you.  I know that some of you 

are not  ‘on line’ but if you are and not receiving 

your information in this way then please send me an 

e-mail to mickde@supanet.com and I will add you 

to my contacts list.  Your details will not be used 

for any other purpose 

Our programme for the rest of this year is still being 

put together and dates will have to be fitted in 

around the preparation for our contests. Following 

is a list of events which is up to date as we go to 

press. 

CONFIRMED EVENTS FOR 2012 

APRIL 

Sat  21
st    

New Victory Hall. Neatishead       7.00pm

     St George’s Dinner Evening - £18.50 
     All ticket ring 01692 630637-a few left 

MAY 

Sun  13
th

  St Andrew’s Hall, Norwich 

     EABBA Contest 

JUNE 

Sat 2
nd

     North Walsham Church                 7.30pm 

    Jubilee Concert 

Sun 24
th 

  Waterloo Park, Norwich                3.00pm 

                 Bandstand Concert 

JULY 

Sat 21
st
   New Victory Hall. Neatishead        7.15pm 

    BBQ and Concert   

SEPTEMBER 

TBA      St Mary’s Church, Stalham           *7.30pm 

    Evening Concert 

Sat 22
nd

  Cheltenham 

    National Brass Band Finals 

OCTOBER 

TBA   St Andrew’s Hall, Norwich      

   Norwich Beer festival     

NOVEMBER 

Fri 9
th

   Martham Church                 *7.30pm 

   Remembrance Concert 

Sun 11
th

  St Mary’s Church, Stalham          10.30am 

   Remembrance Sunday Service 

DECEMBER 

TBA      Stalham High School          *7.30pm 

   RAFA Christmas Concert 

   *Denotes Friends reduction event 

 

That’s about all for now – hope to see you soon.  

 

 It just remains for me to remind those of you 

who haven’t renewed your membership yet (see 

expiry date on your membership card) that subs 

are now overdue and to continue with your 

membership your subscription (£2.00) should be 

paid to any band member or to me at  

9 Rivermead, Stalham, Norwich, NR12 9PH.   

 

Please make cheques payable to  

NORFOLK WHERRY BRASS. 

 

Mick De’Ath  (Friend’s coordinator) 

mailto:mickde@supanet.com

