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Welcome to the Fourth Newsletter of 2011. 

 

What a difference a year makes.  At this time last 

year we had suffered several days of snow and 

freezing weather.  This year, so far, we have only 

had a couple of frosty mornings to inconvenience 

us. 

Since my last newsletter the band has continued to 

give polished performances in several locations 

throughout the county.  

At the end of October we played at the annual 

CAMRA Beer Festival at St Andrews Hall, 

Norwich. This was our sixth visit to the beer 

festival, and again we were given the Friday night, 

the second most popular night of the week.  Some 

of our players also played for other bands during the 

week, but they all said that Kevin’s programme was 

the best one, certainly the punters enjoyed it.  

Friday 11
th

 November saw Dave and Alan play the 

Last Post at the short Armistice Day service at the 

small Memorial Garden outside St Mary’s church, 

Stalham at 11.00am.  In the evening we had a 

‘Remembrance Day Concert’ at St Mary’s church, 

Martham. In my opinion this was our best concert 

of the year.   

 

Parade of Standards at Martham 

The band was joined by the youngsters of the 

Martham Junior School Choral Society for their 

third appearance with us.  Working with them on  

 

 

previous occasions they had surprised us all with 

their talent, but on this occasion their composure 

and diction during their songs and poems was 

outstanding.  The standards from the Acle Branch 

of the Royal British Legion and the Potter Heigham 

Branch of the Royal Air Forces Association were 

also in attendance. A ‘Grand Raffle’ was held for 

‘Help for Heroes’ and Trevor Barton, a 

representative from that organisation drew the 

winning tickets.  This draw raised £350.00 for 

‘Help for Heroes’.  The church is already talking 

about repeating the experience in future years. 

 About twenty members of the band were back at St 

Mary’s church, Stalham, for the annual Royal 

British Legion Remembrance Sunday Service, 

under the direction of Beris.  The church was again 

full for this very popular event with Ex-service 

groups and Youth groups all taking an active part. 

December is always a busy month for the band with 

carol playing at Roys of Wroxham  and Tesco at 

Stalham most weekends and this year is no 

exception. 

 

Carol Playing at Roy’s in Wroxham 

Pam and I have again decorated a Christmas tree, 

on behalf of the band, in Stalham church, as part of 

their Christmas Tree Festival.  This will last from  



 

3
rd

 to 11
th

 December.  Entry to the festival is free. 

Fifty local organisations are taking part again this 

year creating a spectacular sight in the church. 

 

The 2011 Christmas tree 

The eighth R.A.F.A. Christmas Concert will take 

place on Wednesday 21
st 

at 7.30pm and you will be 

able to use your membership card for a reduction of 

£1.00.  Please come and join us for what promises 

to be a great evening of Christmas music. This year 

Norfolk Wherry Brass Youth Band will be playing 

in the entrance hall as the audience arrives, I am 

told that further north, in brass band land, this is 

quite a popular activity for youth bands. We are 

also hoping to have a young lady singer to lead the 

carol singing this year, something we have not tried 

before. Young Ashley, now well into his training in 

the Royal Marines, should be on his Christmas 

Leave for this concert and is hoping to play with us. 

Josie Barry will also be presenting the John Barry 

Memorial Shield to its new recipient during the 

performance. The previous seven R.A.F.A. 

Christmas Concerts have raised a total of almost 

£2,700 each for the band and the Royal Air Forces  

 

 

 

‘Battle of Britain’ appeals and with your help we 

can add significantly to that this year. 

Our last official event of the year will be playing 

carols for charity at the Kings Arms in Ludham on 

Friday 23
rd

 from 7.00pm. In previous years we have 

raised money for the East Anglian Air Ambulance 

(£140), the Quidenham Children’s Hospice (£125) 

and the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (£72). 

This year the money raised will go to ‘Help for 

Heroes’. Hot mince pies and mulled wine will again 

be provided by Nicky the landlady. 

It is too early to inform you of our programme for 

the coming year, however several of our hosts this 

year have indicated a wish to engage us again next 

year.  Olympic celebrations and the Royal Jubilee 

could also provide concert opportunities. I expect us 

to finish up with a full and rewarding series of 

concerts – several of which will come with a £1.00 

reduction for Friend members.  

The committee have not yet made a decision on 

whether to go to Stevenage for the London and 

Southern Counties Area contest in March or not, 

that decision will be made during January.  It is 

quite a costly day, out especially with the rising cost 

of fuel – we are expecting a coach to cost £700-800. 

It just remains for me to remind you that your 

subscription (£2.00) will become due on the 

1
st
 January.  Your expiry date is shown on your 

membership card.  Subs can be paid to any band 

member or to me at:-  

 

9 Rivermead, Stalham, Norwich. NR12 9PH.  

Please make cheques payable to  

NORFOLK WHERRY BRASS. 

 

Our website, www.norfolkwherrybrass.co.uk, one 

of the best in the banding world – and that remark 

comes from members of other bands, not just me, 

brings you the latest information and photos of the 

band.   

 

Finally the committee and members of Norfolk 
Wherry Brass wish our readers (that’s you) a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2012 

 

That’s about all for now – hope to see you soon.   

 

 

 

Mick De’Ath  (Friend’s coordinator) 

 

http://www.norfolkwherrybrass.co.uk/

