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Welcome to the First Newsletter of 2011. 

 

We had a very successful end to 2010 with the 

seventh annual R.A.F.A. Christmas concert.  The 

band was joined by the Martham Junior School 

Choral Society, who again showed their remarkable 

talent.  On this occasion they were joined by their 

soloist, James Poole, an ex pupil of the school. 

During the performance, The John Barry Memorial 

Shield was presented by John’s widow, Josie, to 15 

year old Ashley Gibbs, having been chosen by 

Kevin, our Musical Director, for his outstanding 

performances throughout the year as the band’s 

principal cornet player. (picture below). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A total of £650.00 was raised from the event, 

including a very successful raffle, which made 

£140.00.  This profit has been shared equally 

between the band and the R.A.F. Association’s 

“2011 Battle of Britain Wings Appeal”. 

 

On the last Thursday evening before Christmas the 

band played carols at the King’s Arms in Ludham.  

A total of £72.00 was raised on the night and a 

cheque for that amount has been sent to our 

designated charity for last year the Royal National 

Lifeboat Institution. 

 

Since my last newsletter the work by James (cornet) 

to produce our new website has been completed.  

We now have a great professional looking website 

with lots of interesting features.  Log on to 

www.norfolkwherrybrass.co.uk to see for yourself. 

 

On a couple of occasions since Christmas Kevin has 

been unable to rehearse the band.  Geoff Barber and 

Steve Clarke have each helped out on these 

evenings.  Both of these ex players, and indeed ex 

music directors of the band, paid glowing tributes to 

the high attendance rate and the quality of sound 

that the band is making. Well done to all the band, 

especially Kevin. 

 

Kevin and the committee made the decision not to 

attend the London and Southern Counties Area 

Contest at Stevenage this year but to spend the early 

months of the year rehearsing new pieces with the 

view to providing our audiences with a completely 

new programme this year.  We will however be 

taking part in the East Anglian Brass Band 

Associations Spring Contest at St Andrew’s Hall 

Norwich on the 8
th

 May. This is a contest where,  



 

 

within laid down parameters, we can choose the 

pieces we play. 

 

Beris, our bandmaster, and his wife Jan, our 

bookings secretary, have just returned from a six 

week holiday in Japan.  They were visiting their 

daughter who lives in the country.  They were 

staying on the northern most island of Japan and 

were well away from all the recent disasters in the 

area. They did feel the main earthquake and the 

immediate aftershocks which they described as 

“Rather scary”. However they have asked me to use 

this newsletter to thank all those people who 

enquired about their health and safety during their 

stay there.  

 

We held our A.G.M. a few weeks ago and although 

most of the outgoing committee were re-elected, 

Jim Parr (euphonium) has been elected chairman. 

Martin (flugal), Katy (horn) and Nicola 

(euphonium) have also joined the committee. 

 

Our programme for the rest of this year is still being 

put together but some interesting concerts are being 

prepared.  These include the annual R.A.F.A. 

Christmas Concert. This year we hope to repeat 

what we did a few years ago, by including our own 

Youth Band in the evening’s entertainment.  

 

We have two concerts in Martham Church, the 

second, a Remembrance Day Concert, is looking to 

be a really exciting event. We are exploring the 

possibility of again working with the Martham 

Junior School Choral Society and also having a 

small procession of Standards from the Royal 

British Legion and the Royal Air Forces 

Association. The church are hoping to have a Grand 

Raffle at the event with the proceeds of this going 

to the ‘Help for Hero’s’ charity 

 

We will be returning to St Mary’s church Stalham 
for a concert in September and the Remembrance 

Sunday Service in November.  In July we perform 

at our home for an open air evening concert at 

Neatishead’s New Victory Hall. This event is part 

of their annual fete day – very enjoyable if the 

weather is good.  July also sees us at an event we 

are all looking forward to.  We are playing at 

Kevin’s home on the day after his daughter’s  

 

 

 

wedding. Although this is a private event I thought I 

would tell you about it. 

 

August will see us returning to Eaton Park in 

Norwich for an afternoon bandstand concert, also of 

course very weather dependent.  Also in August we 

are planning to play at a fete on the Norfolk – 

Suffolk border but as we go to print all the details 

are not finalised – so more on this in the next 

newsletter. 

 

CONFIRMED EVENTS FOR 2011 

May 

Sun  8
th

  St Andrew’s Hall, Norwich 

  EABBA Contest 

JUNE 

Sat 18
th

  Martham Church              *7.30pm 

  Evening Concert 

JULY 

Sat 23
rd

  New Victory Hall. Neatishead 7.00pm 

   Outdoor Concert   

AUGUST 

Sun 14
th

 Eaton Park, Norwich,  3.00 to 5.00pm  

   Bandstand Concert 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 10
th

   St Mary’s Church, Stalham  *7.30pm 

    Evening Concert   

NOVEMBER 

Fri 11
th

   Martham Church  *7.30pm 

   Remembrance Day Concert 

Sat 13
th

  St Mary’s Church, Stalham   10.30am 

   Remembrance Sunday Service 

DECEMBER 

Wed 21
st
 Stalham High School *7.15pm 

   RAFA Christmas Concert 

Fri 23
rd

   Kings Arms, Ludham   7.30pm 

   Carols for Charity 

 

   *Denotes Friends reduction event 

 

That’s about all for now – hope to see you soon.  It 
just remains for me to remind all of you who 

haven’t renewed your membership yet (see expiry 

date on your membership card) that subs are now 

overdue and to continue with your membership 

your subscription (£2.00) should be paid to any 

band member or to me at  

9 Rivermead, Stalham, Norwich, NR12 9PH.  

Please make cheques payable to  

NORFOLK WHERRY BRASS. 

 

Mick De’Ath  (Friend’s coordinator) 


